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Consonant Chart  413
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414 Divide It Checklist

Divide It Checklist  

Steps for Syllable Division Example: disconnected

First, check the word for prefi xes and suffi  xes. 
Circle them.
Next, look at the rest of the word:

disconnected

1.  Underline the fi rst vowel. Write a v under it. disconnected

2.  Underline the next vowel. Write a v under it. disconnected

3.   Look at the letters between the vowels.
Mark them with a c for consonant. disconnected

4.  Look at the pattern and divide according to 
the pattern. disconnected

5.  Place a diacritical mark over the vowels.
Cross out the e at the end of fi nal silent e 
syllables.
Listen for schwa in the unaccented syllable, cross 
out the vowel, and place a ә symbol above it.

disconnected

Finally, blend each syllable and read the word. disconnected

Diacritical Marks and Symbols

Diacritical marks and symbols are used to indicate the correct sound for the vowel 
graphemes.

breve / brĕv / ă short vowel phonemes

macron ā long vowel phonemes

circumfl ex âr r-controlled phonemes

schwa ә schwa phoneme
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Syllable Division Patterns  415

Syllable Division Patterns  

Pattern How to Divide Examples
vccv vc / cv

• Divide between the consonants.
• Th e fi rst syllable is closed.
• Th e vowel sound is short.

năpkĭn

vcv  v/cv
• Usually, divide after the fi rst vowel.
• Th e fi rst syllable is open.
• Th e vowel sound is long.
Note: If the fi rst vowel is followed by 
an r, the syllable is r-controlled.
or vc/v
•  If the fi rst division does not result in 

a recognizable word, divide after the 
consonant.

• Th e fi rst syllable is closed.
• Th e vowel sound is short.

sīlent

mârkĕt

nĕvêr

vcccv • vc/ccv or vcc/cv
•  Divide before or after the blend or 

digraph.
• Do not split the blend or digraph.

ăthlēte

vv • v/v
•  Divide between the vowels if they are 

not a vowel team or diphthong.
• Th e fi rst syllable is open.
• Th e vowel sound is long.

nē ŏn

c + le • /cle
• Count back three and divide. crādle

vccv/
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v cv
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Fluency

Word Fluency 1

440 Unit 17  •  Fluency
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Word Fluency 2

Unit 17  •  Fluency  441
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Fluency

442 Unit 17  •  Fluency

Word Fluency 3
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Word Fluency 4

Unit 17  •  Fluency  443
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Fluency

444 Unit 17  •  Fluency

Passage Fluency 1
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Tr
y

Solve this puzzle. Its base is fl at. It has four corners. 
It has four sides. Th e sides slope up. Th e top isn’t fl at. 
It has a sharp tip. It was made long ago. It’s huge. It’s 
in Egypt. About 90 remain. You fi gured it out. It’s a 
pyramid! And it’s amazing!

Why were they constructed? Th ey had two basic 
uses. First, they were sacred sites. Rites were held 
inside. Second, they were fi nal resting sites. Th ey 
were the graves of kings. 

Th e pyramids were constructed long ago. Th ere were 
no motors. Th ere were no cranes. Workers didn’t even 
have a wheel! It seems like an impossible task. Th e 
stones were huge. Th ey made huge numbers of blocks. 
One base block was big. It weighed 15 tons. How did 
they do it? Th eir method involved steps. First, they 
dug the stone. Th en, it was put on a raft. Th e raft 
drifted down the Nile River. At the site, the stone was 
taken off . Workers chipped and shaped. Th ey sculpted. 
Th ey carved a channel into the stone. Next, they drove 
a wooden wedge into it. Th ey drenched the wedge in 
water. It expanded. Th ey added more water. Th e wedge 
expanded more. At last, the stone split. Th en they 
cut it. Th ey used chisels. Th ey used stone hammers. 
Th ey got it into the desired shape. Up the ramps it 
went. Th e pyramid rose. So did the ramps. Stones 
were dragged up the sides. Block stacked upon block. 
Finally, they reached the top. Th ey put on a capstone. 
It was fi nished. One more amazing pyramid!

11
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Essential Word Cards

Unit 17

✃

answer certain engine

laugh oil poor

Essential Words 459
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Letter Cards 461

✃

a a b b c c d

d f f g g h h

i i j j k k l

l m m n n o o

p p qu qu r r s

s t t v v w w

x x y y z z ck

ck ll ll ss ss ff ff

zz zz ar er ir or ur

Word Building Letter Cards
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✃

462 Letter Cards  

D C C B B A A

H H G G F F D

L K K J J I I

O O N N M M L

S R R Qu Qu P P

W W V V T T S

Z Z Y Y X X

Word Building Letter Cards
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Bank It  463

Bank It

Student ______________________________________________________ Date _________________________________  

Syllable Types
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Bank It

464 Bank It

Student ______________________________________________________ Date _________________________________  

Prefi xes
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Bank It  465

Bank It

Student ______________________________________________________ Date _________________________________  

Prefi xes
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Bank It

466 Bank It

Student ______________________________________________________ Date _________________________________  

Bank It

Suffi xes
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